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PLASTICS IDENTIFICATION FLOW CHART

PLASTIC MATERIAL

SOFTENS PRESS A HEATED METAL TIP DOES NOT SOFTEN
THERMOPLASTIC AGAINST THE SAMPLE THERMOSETTING
FLOATS DROP A SMALL SINKS BURN A SMALL
SAMPLE IN WATER SAMPLE
POLYOLEFINS ALL OTHERS SELF-EXTINGUISHING CONTINUES TO BURN
MATERIAL MELAMINE PHENOL UREA UNSATURATED SILICONE EPOXY
FORMALDEHYDE || FORMALDEHYDE || FORMALDEHYDE POLYESTER
BURN A SMALL BURN A SMALL
SAMPLE SAMPLE COLOUR YELLOW WITH YELLOW Vg'ﬁ'égmg‘mg' YELLOW WITH || BRIGHT YELLOW YELLOW
OF FLAME BLUE TIP EDGE BLUE EDGES
ODOUR FISH LIKE PHENOL FORMALDEHYDE FISH LIKE PHENOL PUNGENT
AMINE
OTHER SWELLS & Ng (B)E S’V'Ef_\;:/ SWELLS & BLACK SMOKE CONTINUES BLACK SMOKE
FEATURES CRACKS EXTINGUISHING CRACKS WITH SOOT TO BURN
NO FLAMES CONTINUES TO BURN SELF-EXTINGUISHING
DRIPS DRIPS DRIPS
YES NO YES NO YES NO
MATERIAL PE PP TPX CTFE FLOURO PS HIPS SAN ABS PMMA POM CELLU- REI} POLY- NYLON POLY- POLY-
POLYMERS URETHANES SULPHONE CARBONATE
LosICS (TPUR)
COLOUR BLUE WITH BLUE WITH BLUE DOESNOT || DOES NOT YELLOW || YELLOW || YELLOW || YELLOW || YELLOW || YELLOW YELLOW YELLOW YELLOW BLUEWITH || ORANGE || ORANGE
YELLOW TIP YELLOW TIP BURN BURN WITH WITH BLUE YELLOW TIP OR
OF FLAME SPARKS EDGES YELLOW
ODOUR | flewan || scaoos ACETIC SIRENE RS IR I | v || rorvawo | vineGaR | sunsins 2, | sooungr | erenoL
FUMES ACID ODOUR || russer BITTER RUBBER SPIRITS EHYDE REBEER HAIR
SPEED OF FAST SLOW FAST U=V | I 3 FAST FAST FAST SLOW FAST SLOW FAST FAST FAST SLOW FAST SLOW
BURNING
OTHER SCRATCHES || DOESNOT | \WATER NOT NOT DENSE BLACK BLACK BLACK NO NO BLACK BLACK SLIGHT || BUBBLES BLACK BLACK
WITH SCRATCH APPLICABLE APPLICABLE SMOKE SMOKE SMOKE SMOKE SMOKE SMOKE BLACK AT FLAME SMOKE SMOKE
FEATURES FINGER NAIL WITH CLEAR wiTH 00T || with soot || with soot || with soot | | SMOKE || SMOKE || witH sooT || witH sooT SMOKE RO WITH SOOT || WITH SOOT
FINGER NAIL






